UNDERGRADUATES THEN AND NOW
tailor said, " Sir, I could not think of taking the money ; we make it a rule "when a gentleman has been down for three years without paying his bill, to distribute the amount he owes us among the bills of our other customers ". I got an illustration of the change which had come about, in a conversation I had with a bootmaker early in this century. I said I hoped trade was good. " No, sir," he said, " it is not. Things are very different now from what they were when you were an undergraduate. You will hardly believe me, sir, when I tell you that I have not met what I should call a really extravagant gentleman for more than three
years."    " Well, Mr------," I said, " what would you call
an extravagant gentleman ? " " Sir," he said, " I should call a gentleman extravagant if he had more than two pairs of boots a week."
When I was an undergraduate the great majority of Cambridge men, after taking their degree, went into one or other of the professions, the Church, the Bar, Civil Service, Medicine or schoolmastering. Very few went into business, and those who did generally went into firms with which they had some family connection ; this is now changed, and more go into business than to the professions. This is because those at the head of large business concerns attach much greater importance than they used to do to a university education, and are willing to give, without the payment of a premium, a trial to those who have done well at Cambridge. In my time Cambridge men, after taking their degree, had to find a post for themselves ; there is now an important branch of the University called the Appointments Board, which has offices and a permanent staff in Cambridge, and has the advice of a committee consisting of some of the men most influential in our in-
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